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CULTURESPACES IS TO OPEN AN
IMMERSIVE DIGITAL ART CENTRE IN

DORTMUND

PHOENIX DES LUMIÈRES

OPENING IN NOVEMBER 2022
Culturespaces, the French creator and manager of the “Atelier des Lumières” in Paris, 
is set to open a brand-new digital art centre, “Phoenix des Lumières”, in Dortmund. 
Housed within the walls of the former Phoenix West steel factory, the venue is 
scheduled to open its doors in November 2022.

Since first opening in the French capital back in 2018, Atelier des Lumières has attracted over one 
million visitors per year who have all been able to feast their eyes on digitised works of art from the 
likes of Vincent van Gogh, Claude Monet, Gustav Klimt and Salvador Dalí. In 2022, Culturespaces 
is opening 4 more digital art centres throughout the world: Amsterdam, Seoul, New-York and 
Dortmund.

Culturespaces is now keen to build on its unique French expertise by taking its concept to a global 
stage: exhibitions featuring the works of eminent artists hosted by iconic venues under the artistic 
direction of Gianfranco Iannuzzi, one of the very best in his field. It is a concept that invites visitors 
to explore art from a totally different perspective and to enjoy an experience that sparks their 
emotions.

Phoenix des Lumières will open its doors in November 2022 in Dortmund, in the Phoenix Halle, a 
former gas treating plant, part of the famous Phoenix West blast furnace. Located in the core of 
Phoenix West area, five minutes away from the Phoenix See, 15 minutes away from Dortmund city 
centre, and less than 1h15 from Cologne, Dusseldorf, Duisbourg and Essen, Phoenix des Lumières 
will use unique cutting-edge technology to create immersive exhibitions devoted to some of the 
most famous artists in the history of art. 

This new digital art centre will be inspired from Atelier des Lumières, opened in Paris in 2018 (over 
1 million visitors per year). The exhibitions will be designed to complement the unique architecture 
of Phoenix des Lumières, with its 13-metre-high walls and 5600-m²-surface area.
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The Phoenix des Lumières: key figures
- 2,200 m² of floor space
- 5,600 m² of projection surface
- 110 video projectors, 28 speakers and 10 subwoofers
- An exhibition hall with pavilions, educational areas, small museum and a selfie room

2022 Exhibition Programme
“Gustav Klimt” - Long exhibition
To mark its opening, Phoenix des Lumières will be exploring a century of Viennese painting 
and offering a one-of-a-kind look at the work of Gustav Klimt (1862 – 1918) and his 
successors through a plethora of portraits, landscapes, nudes, colours and golds. Klimt 
was the driving force behind the Vienna Secession, a movement that sought to shake up 
European art, paving the way for contemporary painting. The golden hues and decorative 
motifs symbolise this artistic revolution. Visitors will be invited to cast their eyes over large-
format masterpieces, such as Klimt’s iconic work The Kiss, and will be immersed in the 
Imperial Vienna of the late nineteenth century. Created by Gianfranco Iannuzzi, Renato 
Gatto and Massimiliano Siccardi, with music by Luca Longobardi.

“Hundertwasser” - Short exhibition
Created by Gianfranco Iannuzzi, Renato Gatto and Massimiliano Siccardi, the “Hundertwasser: 
in the Wake of the Vienna Secession” exhibition immerses visitors in the work of Viennese 
artist Friedensreich Hundertwasser (1928 – 2000). A painter and architect, he followed in 
the footsteps of the Vienna Secession movement that was around several decades earlier. 
He breathed new life into art, and was heavily influenced by the artistic revolution instigated 
by Klimt. His paintings and architectural works, which are deeply imbued with respect for 
both mankind and nature, draw on the source of life and the elements. Like Gustav Klimt, 
the artist abandoned perspective, instead opting for a succession of planes. He turned his 
back on straight lines, preferring more expressive strokes that gave rise to irregular forms.

© Gregor Winert
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CULTURESPACES, creator of Phoenix des Lumières

Boasting 30 years’ experience and attracting over 4.6 million visitors each year, Culturespaces, 
which was founded by Bruno Monnier in 1990, is the leading private operator specialising 
in the global management of European monuments, museums and art centres.  Since 2012, 
Culturespaces has also been the leading creator of digital art centres.

The following venues are all promoted and managed by Culturespaces:

- Hall des Lumières, New York (opening in 2022)
- Théâtre des Lumières, Seoul (since 2022)
- Fabrique des Lumières, Amsterdam (since 2022)
- Infinity des Lumières, Dubai (since 2021)
- Bassins des Lumières, Bordeaux (since 2020)
- Bunker des Lumières, Jeju (since 2018)
- Atelier des Lumières, Paris (since 2018)
- Carrières des Lumières, Baux-de-Provence (since 2012)
- Hôtel de Caumont - Art Centre, Aix-en-Provence (since 2015)
- Jacquemart-André Museum, Paris (since 1996)
- Château des Baux-de-Provence (since 1993)
- Villa Ephrussi de Rothschild, Saint-Jean-Cap-Ferrat (since 1992)

Culturespaces is responsible for promoting these venues and their collections as well as 
welcoming the general public, managing staff and services, running cultural events, organising 
temporary exhibitions and handling each site’s national and international marketing.

Fully aware of the importance of preserving the world’s artistic and cultural heritage for 
future generations, Culturespaces also helps fund annual restoration programmes targeting 
the monuments and collections it manages.

Driven by the desire to place the visitor experience centre stage and bring culture to the 
masses, Culturespaces has implemented a policy of excellence as regards welcoming the 
general public: venues open 7 days a week; free audio guides; exhibition apps; free activity 
books and Wi-Fi; reduced-price tickets for families, young people and seniors.

Helping people to reconstruct their lives through cultural activities 

By facilitating access to the arts and heritage, the Fondation Culturespaces has been fighting 
(since 2000) against the cultural exclusion of certain children who are sick, handicapped, or 
suffering from poverty and social exclusion. 
Thanks to its made-to-measure projects, the future foundation’s action should benefit 
children in Dortmund and the surrounding area and help these children to discover historical 
and artistic treasures, and helps them to construct their lives through cultural activities.
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Friends II; Friends (Water Serpents) © akg-images / Erich Lessing; Portrait of Adele Bloch-Bauer I © Luisa Ricciarini 
/ Bridgeman Images; Mada Primavesi © Bridgeman Images; Lady with a Fan © akg-images / Imagno / Austrian 
Archives; Virgin © akg-images / Erich Lessing

Church in Cassone © akg-images; Friends II © akg-images / Erich Lessing; Country Garden with crucifix © Brid-
geman images; Lady with a Fan © akg-images / Imagno / Austrian Archives; The Birch Wood © Bridgeman images; 
Beech Forest I © akg-images; Mada Primavesi, Portrait of a young woman © Bridgeman Images

Working drawing of the Stocklet Frieze (Brussels) © Peter Will / Bridgemen Images; Judith (detail); The Kiss (detail) 
© akg-images / Erich Lessing; Portrait of Adele Bloch-Bauer / © Luisa Ricciarini / Bridgeman Images

VISUALS AVAILABLE FOR THE PRESS
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PRACTICAL INFORMATION  

Access
Phoenixplatz 4
44263 Dortmund
Germany 

ARRIVING BY PUBLIC TRANSPORT
Subway station from the city centre (10-12min), alight at either Dortmund Hörde/
Rombergpark
Bus 445 or 451, alight at Phoenix Hall/Phoenix Platz/Am Heedbrink
25min all inclusive from the central railway station Dortmund Hbf 
 
ARRIVING BY CAR
Bundesstraße 54 road

 
Opening hours
Monday to Thursday, from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Late night opening on Fridays and Saturdays 
until 10 p.m. and on Sundays until 7 p.m.
Exhibitions are projected continuously and there are no fixed viewing times.

Rates
Regular admission:    €15
Senior rate (over 65):    €14
College student:    €13 
Young person’s rate (aged 5-17):  €10
Family rate (2 adults + 2 children):  €40
Free admission for children under 5 

Press Contact
Diane Soulié
presse@culturespaces.com
T. +33 (0)1 56 59 01 72

Website
www.phoenix-lumieres.com
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